Calendar Events

10/21 KND and KE Fall
Festival 11:4512:45pm Owls
and Cardinals. 2pm Puffins,
Robins, KND

10/23 PCC Safety Day

10/26 Preschool Halloween
Parade and Parties 10:45am 3
Day classes/12:45 pm 3 & 4 Da
classes

10/28 Preschool and KND
Halloween Parade and Parties
10:45am2 & 5 Day classes

11/7 thru 11/8 Preschool and
KND Parent/Teacher
Conferences LCPS ClosedAll
GPS Programs Closed

11/16 thru 11/18 Preschool and
KND Thanksgiving Feasts

11/22 KE Colonial
Thanksgiving Event 1:062:00pm

11/23 thru 11/25 GPS Thanks-
giving Holiday LCPS ClosedAll
GPS Programs Closed

12/1 PCC Holiday Social

TBD KND and
Capital Visit

KE

12/14 thru 12/16 Preschool and
KND Winter Parties

12/16 Last Day for Preschool,
Kindergarten and KE

12/19 Thru 1/2 GPS Winter
Break

12/19-12/21 LCPS Open-All
GPS Programs Closed

12/22-1/2 LCPS Closed-All
GPS Programs Closed
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learning and tremendous excitement. The children have gotten to know edt
other and have truly enjoyed learning and working together. It is very exciti
to see the cooperation and respect for their classmates grow and develop ¢

expectations for a smooth and productive day. We are fos-
tering a love for learning in kindergarten and it is truly |
amazing to see the o0l ightlg

makes a connection that sparks more inspired investigatic

Our September curriculum theme of Houses and Home
has been a fun, handsn month of learning. We began this theme by reading various versionsTie
Three Little Pigs The children built a playhouse using straw,
sticks, and bricks stamped with sponges. They were careful
stamp the bricks in an offset pattern, as we learned that a we™
will be much stronger when built in this way. We continued ou g
investigations of building materials by building our own house
using index cards and trying
Hairdryero. The children ga
and predicted whether their house could withstand the huffin
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and puffing. Squeals of excitement were heard when their housE
did not blow down! =

We also learned about the building process for homes that we live in today, including the many g

fessionals that are required and the specialized tools used for each profession. Students loved e

ing real tools and learning what part of the house was constructed with each. We discovered that
use tools in every part of our life. The students especially loved usi
'tools to build a house out of chocolate cake!

And we cannot forget our very first field trip to Home Depot. The students were greeted B
‘an enthusiastic Home Depot staff who guided them through planting tulip bulbs, hammé
ing nails, laying tile and painting. It was so exciting to try out so many of the tools we hag
. been learning about in school. It is sure to be a thrilling and fifilled year of amazing
_ learning experiences! Come join us in Kindergarten anytime!

Plans for the Kindergarten/KE Parent Fall Festival are in full swing. Please save the date of Friday, October
SO you can join us in our outdoor autumn harvest activities. The children will be hard at work throughout the
month making sure that everything is ready for
ents will be able to participate in potato spoon races, wheelbarrow races, pumpkin bowling and enjoy tast
treats the children make. )




The children are having a great time during our
music and movement per
learning our class songs while following along
with the lyrics and adding movements to contin-
ue our self expression and ownership of our class
name. Theydve been exp
ning to recognize the subtle and not so subtle;
distinguishing differences between high and low
sounds. This is an important concept for children
as it helps to increase their phonemic awareness for speech! We listened to the sounds and tones of the music and hag
moving our bodies accordingly. We got a real workout moving our whole bodies up and down to the high and low notes
of the fun songs we sang.
The Kindergarteners enjoyed blowing scarve across h
Al so the clave (rhythm sticks) simulated t
importance of a nice, steady rhythm.

S t
he oO0sticks6

Art with Mrs. LaBillois

The children and | had a wonderful first month of art. It was fun seein| :_

all of their creative juices flowing. | was amazed at how fast the Golde

Pond children learned the three primary colors. During the month ¢& =2
September we mixed primary colors to see what secondary colors wot! [-
turn up. This month the 2&s and =
tearing skills, while the 48s & = _ |
formation. KE and Kindergarten will investigate lines through architec « '
tur al drawings |l i ke Frank LI oyc¢ :
dows.

A fun home activity for exploring lines: Use old magazines and let you
child trace the photographs on the pages with markers or yarn dipped
glue.

Spanish with Sefiora Aldana
Hola ! Feliz Otofio!

Fall is here and this month we will be learning about fall colors, apples, trees, pumpkins and scarecrows.
We will read: OEIl Espantap8jaroso6 (The Scarecrow) and
berds vocabul ary.

Please be ready to hear your children saying: hojas, arbolealabazas, manzanas, espantapajaros, and many mo#s
part of our active learning we will play pumpkin walk and musical leaves. With our small groups center time we will sort
and count apples, leaves and seeds.

Enjoy the beautiful weather, Sefiora Aldana




Qe‘ober <0

Halloween Parade

Halloween is the BEST time to be in preschools
Gol den Pond School s AnH
a lot of fun for both kids and parents. There is noth-'
ing cuter than a parade of young children proudly-
exhibiting their Halloween costumes.

Please remember that we will not run afternoon car-
pool on 10/ 28 after Frid
your <chil dods ass to

As always, we want to be considerate and respectfu?
of our neighbors. Therefore we ask that you pleasg
park well into the Bloom/CVS Shopping Center or g
an alternative area
want to overwhelm our neighbors with excessive:
parking congestion! M&T Bank has asked specifical
ly that we do not park in the spaces in front of theirm
bank. Thank you for working with GPS in this re- ®
gard. -

cl

Congratulations to the new Arrivals
News of our Golden Pond families
4 Landon Hanna
9lbs 50z 21 inches
October 1 at 10:45am

Kayden Ok
3lbs 90z
September 24 at 11:22pm
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Noc’rurnal Animals

® Junior Kindergarten is all
about nocturnal animals this
. § month and the children are
\ guiding us with what they
know (K), want to know (W)
and are thrilled to share what
they've learned (L) each day.
We've got some smart Bear
who already knew KLW) that
one of our nocturnal friends
| does not see well. To help ou
Bears conceptualize how bat
use their hearing to know
where they are and where
their food is, we played a fun
listening game as one of ou
science centers. The Bears donned headphones to tune eve
thing else out and listened ver

carefully to try to identify environ-
mental sounds. Some of their fa

vorites were the motorcycle, thun
der, helicopter, owl and dolphin.
They wanted to know (KWL) how
bats "talk" so we likened the dol
phins "clicks" which we heard in
the game to a bat's which we ca
not hear (KWL). Furthermore, we
discussed how bats use echoloc
tion (to find their location or an
object's location) and connecte
that to our prior knowledge of
hearing our echo in a tunnel when something is surrounding
us in that location. They've been engrossed in lots of nonfictiop
to help us learn more facts about our neto-scary, actually
kind-of-n e a t winged friends and
versions of them. We're
having a batty good
time in the Bears class
this month and that's
just in week one. We
can hardly wait to see
| their reaction when
/1they meet "The Owl
Man" and his
feathered
friends!
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Tickled Pink

The O0Tickled Pink Ducksd team at Golden Pond School ¢
the Womends Cancer Programs and awareness for breast
wearing pink tops and blue jeans on this special occasion. Our team goal of a $1,000 contribution was exceeded throud}
personal donations and a delicious schoelide bake sale held throughout the day for a total of $1981.00. The bake sale
alone more than doubled last years donations and exceeded our expectations of more than $1100!

Teachers and parents joined forces in the fuadising effort recognizing many friends and family affected by breast canceé
We are so proud of the outpouring of generous donations both through time and monetary contributions of our Golden
Pond families and staff.

Breast Cancer awareness seems to be so dear to so ma
the new school year! We are very proud of Gol den
event. We are eager to broaden our involvement in future events as we continue to strive to create a community
atmosphere here at our onef-a-kind school. This is just the beginning!




