
 

There were so many fall fun activities in the Leapfrog classroom to keep us on our 

toes.  One beautiful fall day, we pretended to become explorers as we crawled 

throughout the grounds at GPS searching for our own tiny pumpkins in a game of 

hide and seek.  After gathering the pumpkins, the Leapfrogs enjoyed guesstimating 

how many links we  needed to fit around the largest pumpkin. It took so many! 

We also designed and stuffed scarecrows out of hay bales which we supported with 

broken tree limbs that we found during our morning exploration.  Leapfrogõs 

òLonnie and Lennieó Scarecrows are keeping watch over the pumpkin garden to 

protect our seeds for next fall's harvest.  I am sure that many of you noticed when 

going through the carpool lane, Lonnie and Lennie assuming their duties with hay 

stuffed poise! 

Calendar Events  
¶ 11/16 thru 11/18 Preschool and KND 

Thanksgiving Feasts 

¶ 11/22 KE Colonial Thanksgiving 

Event 1:00-2:00pm 

¶ 11/23 thru 11/25 GPS Thanksgiving 

Holiday LCPS Closed-All GPS      

Programs Closed 

¶ 12/3 Parent Group Childrenõs Holiday 
Shoppe 10:00am--1:00pm 

¶ 12/8 Parent Group Gift Exchange 

¶ 12/8 and 12/9 KND and KE Nationõs 
Capital Visit  

¶ 12/14 thru 12/16 Preschool and KND 

Winter Parties 

¶ 12/15 Parent Group Cookie Exchange 

¶ 12/16 Last Day for Preschool,        

Kindergarten and KE 

¶ 12/19 Thru 1/2 GPS Winter Break 

 12/19-12/21 LCPS Open-All            

           GPS Programs Closed 

                    12/22-1/2 LCPS Closed-All                       

           GPS Programs Closed 

¶ 1/3 GPS Classes Resume 

¶ 1/16  Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

LCPS ClosedñAll GPS Programs 

Closed 

¶ 1/18  Full Day Kindergarten             

Information Night 6:00pm-7:00pm 

¶ 1/19  Kindergarten Enrichment        

Information Night 6:00pm-7:00pm 

¶ 1/22  Open House For Prospective    

Families 2012-2013 12:00-3:00pm 

¶ 1/23  Preschool and KND Teacher-

Initiated Conferences LCPS Closed-All 

GPS Programs Closed 

¶ 1/24 thru 1/27  òIn Houseó 2012-2013 

Priority Re-Enrollment starts at 7am on 

1/24 and ends at 6pm 1/27 

 

What a terrific way to start our day the morning of Nov 8th!  

The teachers and staff were met with the aroma of fresh 

brewed Starbucks coffee and delicious baked goods as they 

walked into Golden Pond School!  We want to extend a big 

thank you to the Golden Pond Parent Group for 

thinking of us and organizing such a nice surprise 

during our parent teacher conferences.  The fami-

lies at GPS go above and beyond to make us feel 

special and appreciated.  Thank you! 
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Kindergarten Enrichment introduced 
Octoberõs theme with that mischie-
vous rabbit, Peter.  The children thor-

oughly enjoyed reading about his mis-
adventures within Mr. McGregorõs 
garden.  We enjoyed tasting and gra-
phing a sampling of some of the fruits 
and vegetables mentioned in this 
charming story.  The ending of Peter 
Rabbit provided the perfect segue into 
the creation of classroom scarecrows.   

Each scarecrow 
was unique and 
made quite the 
welcoming sight 
at the Fall Festi-

val!   
  
No KE theme 

would be complete without a cooking activity.  We 

held the first-ever GPS Grocery Store on the pavil-

ion for all of 

the KE clas-

ses.  The chil-

dren proceeded to use raffle tickets to purchase all of the ingredients and 

tools required to make their harvest treat.  Needless to say, students were 

thrilled with the yummy 

results and excited that 

they were able to share the-

se delights with their fami-

lies at our October culmi-

nating activity. The day of 

the Fall Festival was beau-

tiful and perfect for playing 

outdoor games and filling 

up on delicious harvest 

foods.  It doesnõt get any 

better than this! 

 

2  



 

 

Music and Movement with Ms. Foster  
We enjoyed many music and movement activities during the month and one favorite activity was moving like the bubbles 

we blew together in our classroom.  We watched the bubbles fall gracefully...just like the leaves falling outside with the 

changing of the weather.  Some bubbles were large, some were small, and they even had hues of red, yellow and gold just 

like the leaves we saw outside.  Each child put their own creative stamp on their movements giving careful attention to 

their spatial surroundings! 

 

This month the children will explore the different sounds and shapes of shakers.  We will play with egg shakers, maracas 

and our homemade version using dried corn and beans as a type of instrument the pilgrims may have used during colonial 

times.  The Kindergarteners will  also try òour handó or, more accurately, our feet, in learning the simple steps of the clas-

sic dance, The Minuet.  Our shakers will help to keep a steady beat as our dancers glide across the classroom just as the 

Pilgrims may have done! 

Spanish with Señora Aldana  
Hola!  November is here and that means it is time to learn about our home, fami-

ly, and Thanksgiving.  We will start the month with a flannel board story.  

Through this activity, we will learn about our family members in Spanish. To re-

inforce our new vocabulary, we will play a òToss the Diceó game with pictures of 

family members. 

 

The children will also discover the traditional Thanksgiving meals with an interac-

tive book. 

 

We will emphasize numbers by playing our own version of òPin the 

Tail on the Donkeyó by pinning the numbered feathers on a turkey! 

Have a fun Thanksgiving!  Señora Aldana. 
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Art with Mrs. LaBillois  
The children have been very busy this month in art. The scramblers, 3õs and some of the explorers have been exploring the 

color purple by mixing blue and red in sticky glue.  Ask your child, ò How do you make purple?ó 

   

JK ended October by creating nocturnal animal night scenes and torn paper owls.  JK are now working on, òFor What 

We are Thankfuló drawings.  

 

KE and Kindergarten finished October with an oil pastel pumpkin patch drawing with water color paint resist.  After 

reading the book, Iggy Peck Architect,  KE and Kindergarten created city drawings by layering different sized buildings.  

Make sure you ask your child about their city.  Some of the children were so excited, they even gave their city a name.  

 

Holiday ideas:  Give a gift of creativity by supplying your child with new crayons, markers, scissors, hole punchers and 

fun papers.  Find a corner in your home where your child can have free-create time. This should be a spot where your 

child can leave their supplies out and visit whenever they are feeling inspired.   

 



 

 
 

During the month of November, our Lunch Bunch students are exploring, 
learning and tasting foods that are traditionally served on Thanksgiving Day. 
After learning about corn, the children participated in corn shucking and 
grinding just the way Pilgrims and Native Americans did in the past. We 
made our own cornbread to enjoy with our lunch and tasted a variety of other 
corn products. 
 
We discussed and learned about potatoes as well, made our own mashed po-
tatoes and created Mr./Mrs. Potato. We tast-
ed samples of various potato products.  
 

Playing in the cranberry bog was a lot of fun. We 
pretended that we were harvesting cranberries using 
nets and other objects to scoop them. Have you 
ever painted with cranberries?  It was so much fun, 
you have to try it!!! 
 
We painted with feathers and named different spe-
cies of birds that have feathers. We played "Pin a 
Feather on the Turkey" and "Turkey, Turkey, What 
time is it?" during our recess time after lunch.  

 
We can hardly wait to see what December fun will 

bring to our JK Lunch Bunch Program. 

The weather outside is crisping up as temperatures continue to 
drop.  Winterõs chill is fast approaching.  Please remember to in-
clude hats, scarves and gloves in your childõs backpack when 
they come to school each day.  Itõs our philosophy to enjoy our 

outside playground time and fresh air weather permitting -  even 
if itõs a quick five minute run through our grounds.  It is invigor-
ating for the children and rejuvenates us for a continued day of 
fun learning! 

Also, remember when your little one climbs back into your car 
during carpool after an active day of learning, ask some of the 
open ended questions suggested by your childrenõs 
teacher to initiate a conversation.  Hopefully a few de-
tails of their day will spill out and youõll be surprised by 
the little tidbits of knowledge that will be shared. 
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Congratulations to the new Arrivals 

of our Golden Pond families  

 

Anvita Balachander 

October 30, 2011 

7lbs 3.8oz 
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