@mb er o

- - "o Gelden Pond Schoo|
k2 Newsletter

To Market To Market

12/14 thru 12/16 Preschool and
KND Winter Parties

12/15 Parent Group Cookie Ex- __8. 4 The Butterflies spent the month of Novembe
change 8l learning about the grocery store! We kicked off tH
12/16 Last Day For All GPS Pro- e S unit with a walking field trip to Bloom, where we
grams L RN =l earned about t he sto

2 We walked through the brightlycolored produce
L2 I LB G LA [ 2 i 2l section, down the aisles to the seafood departme

SIEELS with its fascinating lobster tank, through the dair

12/19-12/21 LCPS OpentAll : = | aisle with its milk, cheese, yogurt and eggs (so
GPS Programs Closed ‘ = X were even brown!), to the bakery where we got |
¥ pipe real frosting! We went into the back of thg
4 store to see the giant freezer where lots of it
1/3 GPS Classes Resume e _J cream was stored; it was so large the whole clg
_ _ could fit inside!  Our last stop was the canne
SRS UC RIS (00ds aisle where each of us chose a can of vegetables or soup to de]

éi)zgddosecﬁ USRI, (e we each got to put it on the conveyor belt and pay for it ourselves!

12/22-1/2 LCPS Closed-All
GPS Programs Closed

1/18 Full Day Kindergarten Back in the classroom, we built a graph of the canned foods we had boug
ICITMEUGHRNE| RO EVAVOEE \\Vhile we were stacking cans, we discovered that two cans of beans
taller than two cans of soup. How could that be? Our astute thinkers figurg

L/19 Kindergarten Enrichment out that the bean cans were bigger than the soup cans, so it made their s

Information Night 6:00pm-7:00pm

taller! When we counted our graph, we had 4 cans of beans, 6 cans of vé
(VPO o= RSN =e =TG-l tables, and 8 cans of soup.
Families 20122013 12:003:00pm

Now that we h n a real gr
1/23 Preschool and KND Teach- to t. at t.e ad see ?dea groce |“'*‘
er-Initiated Conferences LCPS store _'n acton, we.creae a groce 'ﬁJ A
GEELN N SRS RIEMENGECG MR Store in our dramatic play area! Théases
) . . . prce -~ (7%
1/24 thru 1/27- ‘But.terflles vyrote shopping, lists; pushe "
PR RIS S S Sl their shopping cart through the storg
CERCN PR RCI G, Sometimes  with  baby (doll) in tow;
1/27 | . e 0
placed their items on the conveyor bel AJ

2/10 & 2/14 Preschool and KND bagged their groceries; and paid thHg

Valentine Exchanges cashier for their purchases. At closin
e N e R Lo e, (Clearrup) time, the kids had to restoc
Families 20122013 12:00pm the shelves and sweep the floors.
3:00pm

: Sk By the end of the unit, our Butterflies
2/ 20 Presidentds
ClosedAll GPS Programs Closed had become expert shoppers, ready
hel p tackl e t hei

2/29 KND and KE Fairy Tale Tea trips!

1:00pm-2:00pm
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Kindergarteners Become Pilgrims

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
Kindergarten had a very busy and exciting ‘ 1
month of learning in November.

We dove right into learning about Pilgrims b ﬁ
taking on new names for the month. Each st

dent chose a name of a Pilgrim boy or girl thg
traveled to America on the Mayflower. The stu{
dents really enjoyed their new identities thif S
month. '

We also learned that Pilgrims spoke quite a b -

di fferently than we do now. They sai o

ber me. 6 Each morning and every af t [N
to each other using their new names and typical Pilgrim language. Our class cre
ed natural dyes made from beets, blueberries, grass, and spinach then added m
strips to the dye. We were thrilled with the colorful fabric that developed a
worked together to create long braided strips. The children were fascinated to lej |
that there were no stores for the Pilgrims to make purchases from in Plymouth
ony. They would rely on natural resources for creating colorful fabrics. As a cla
we also learned about life on the Mayflower by creat- i
ing a mural, simulating the crowded quarters on thji
ship by trying to fit our entire class into an 8 foot by
foot square, and even eating a meal similar to o
served on the Mayflower; hard tack, smoked mej
and cheese. Our class especially enjoyed turning d
loft into a giant Mayflower. They labeled many of
the rooms found on the Mayflower and enjoyed pla
ing in the cramped spaces of the gun deck and ca
hol d. There were many
played on board the ship. Our biggest project wi
creating life-sized Pilgrim children. These giant look
alikes were completely decorated in authentic Pi
grim clothing. We played games to learn the namg
of the different pieces of clothing Pilgrim

boys and girls wore and labeled each pie

on the giant Pilgrim children.

We finished our November curriculum
with a wonderful Thanksgiving Feast! Thd
children enjoyed singing songs and sayi
poems to all of our families to share a
they had learned about the Pilgrims. Th
foods at our feast were delicious an
many children were very excited to shar
this time with so many family members.
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Specialist's Snapshot

Music and Movement with Ms. Foster

December is always an exciting month with the festive holiday songs we lea
To help us keep a steady tempo, we experiment with various cheerful inst
ments such as bells, triangles...anything that rings! We enjoy singing the fa
ite, familiar classics as well as learning new songs. The children particip
with small hand bells to interpret and modify the music according to tempo.

Ot her activities we enjoyed were
Nutcracker Suited and singing a
groups answer one another. A perfect example of this activity demonstrate(
with the O0Must be Santad song.

Art with Mrs. LaBillois

| am so impressed with the creativity within the children here at Golde
Pond. So far in art this year, we have explored color, lines and shap

My favorite art project i :
sky Circles. Some of the teachers chose to hang them in a quilt patte
on their walls and they look fantastic!

Gol den Pondo6s featured artist
Tigers JK class. Please enjoy her work in the front hallway.

Ar t i dea: Pl ace childrends creations behind cabi
for the children to see their work hanging.

Have a wonderful holiday. | look forward to seeing the children in the New Year!

Spanish with Sefiora Aldana
With the holiday season upon us, we will be learning about celebrations.

We will first learn about birthdays. After this we will talk about some celebrations in the month of Decembe
The children will be familiar with some of the traditional foods we eat in these celebrations.

We will be practicing words like: happy (feliz), cake (pastel), cupcakes (pastelitos), turkey (pavo),

potato pancakes (panqueques de papa), etc.

We wi | | use an interactive story of 0The Gi

bed verb. The children wil/l go on a scaveng
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Admission s Corner

Wednesday, January 18 Full Day Kindergarten and £ Grade Information Night
Thursday, January 19 Kindergarten Enrichment Information Night
Sunday, January 22 123pm Open House for new families

It is that time of the year again to begin thinking about school year 20PD13! Please note the important dates regardig
Open Houses and Information Nights so we may help guide you and answer any questions you may have in makinggl
portant decisions and choices in your childds educat.

Also, the re-enrollment process for the 201-2013 school year will begin in January as well. GPS will be sending out
enrollment packages via email. The email address where you receive this newsletter is the one we will use. Please cQ
the school if you would like the information to come to you in another way, or if you would like your email address upda
ed. Enrollment packages for new siblings entering the school will also be available at the front desk. All of the form
enrollment are due back to the school no earlier than January"24t 7:00am and by 6:00pm on January 27 Forms and
applications received after 6:00pm on January 27will be processed along with all of the new families entering the schod
This enrollment period is for all Paritime preschool, Kindergarten Enrichment, Kindergarten, 1st Grade and Extendé
School programs. Please mark your calendars and take advantage of this important enrollment opportunity.

I f you have any questions or concerns about your
Cole, our Director of Admissions.

Hollday Fun at the Pond

» e
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Houses and Homes

It was an exciting month for the Junior Kindergarten programs as we exploret
Houses. We discussed what types of houses we know, and how they benefg
us. After learning that a house can be in several different forms, we took a
neighborhood walk to explore the types of homes in our community.

We picked four characteristics (stairs, circular windows, garage with windo
and chairs) and in teams, tallied what we found as we took our walk. O
person was the O0observero | ooking
son was the oOrecorderdé making the
When we returned back to our classroom, we counted our tally marks a
compared the numbers that each team found. It was exciting to see the si
larities and differences of homes.

After exploring the outsides of homes, we ventured to learning about t
insides of homes. We discover ed
rooms, but some have more or less. The inside rooms can also be diffeg
sizes. We were fortunate to visit Morley Corner by Ryan Homes, jus
down the street from Golden Pond School. Although, the excitement &
riding the bus was high on the 6
see many of the items we use in our homes in the model home. We
pictures of household items on ke
chains, and as we explored eadh
room in the home, the children iden
tified what belonged in that room.
All month we had referred to thesd
items as otoolsqg for our home.
was fun to see a house set up just
ke our homes, with many of the same O0toolsdé that we

Then we got our imaginations going with the storyThe Big Orange Splot It is a fun
fictional story about a man who
decides to make his home, hi
dream house. |Initially, his
neighbors are not very happ
and dono6ét know| why he i
ing his house different than oth
ers. Soon the whole neighbort
hood is turning their homes into
their own very special dreani
house. After some discussiot]
we created ou
housesdé6 and puy
own O0Tiger Dre
ral. Itis a beautiful street!




